Glossary of Grammar Terms

Accusative case (Ammarikn nrwon): a case form of nominals. Nominals are
morphologically marked for the accusative case when they are complements of verbs
and prepositions and when they are used as time adverbials (see also Case: [Ttdon)
Tnv Kvotaxn 6a 0w 1o Zayivy ue tny Ayxdfa

Active voice (Evepynmikn @wvn): a morphological property of verbs which in
the first person singular of the indicative present tense end in - / -® (YQAgpw, 0ryost®).
The subject of the verb in the active voice primarily denotes the agent of the action
Eyd yedeo toayoiiia yia tov éowta

Adjective (EmiBero): a word or phrase that modifies or attributes a property to a
noun and agrees with it in gender, number and case
Ta xoxxva Tolovtdeuila eivar axoipd

Adverb (Emippnua): aword or phrase which denotes place (¢d®), time (tdpa), manner
(évov) etc. and modifies a verb, an adjective, another adverb or a whole sentence
“Towg 0 Adxns xoudral axoua

Adverbial clause (Emppnpariky mporaon): a clause which, similarly to
adverbs, denotes time, cause, purpose, result, condition and concession

Devyw otav | emeldn éoyerat

Av poyer n Kleawd, Oa 00t n Ayrdba

Adverbial verb form /-ondas/ (EmppnuaTIKOG PNUATIKOG TUTMOG): a non-
inflected verb form made of an active verb and the suffix /-ondas/. It has an adverbial
function and expresses manner, time or cause of an action

O Aaxns épuye Toéxovrag

Agent (ApaoTtnc): the entity which performs the action of the verb
O Nixog avoiyelr Ty mopta

Agreement (Zupgwvia): the relation between two words in a clause, which share
a common feature. The subject agrees with the verb in number and person

Ta x6xxva tolavrtapuiia xootiCovv (3™ plural)

In the noun phrase the article, the adjective and the noun agree with each other in
number, gender and case

2115 weaies yvvaixes apéoovy Ta axofd xooujuara

Apposition (MapaBeon, Emeinynon): the relation between two nouns,

positioned one after the other, in the same case
O @ilog uov o Adxng uévetr orov Eevava «To omitt tng Eveamns»
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Article (ApBpo): the word which precedes a noun and agrees with it in number,
gender and case. Articles are either definite or indefinite
0 »alos (o) uabnrig &vag xalos uabnrig

Aspect (Pnuanikr Amown): the grammatical category of the verb which indicates
whether the action is completed (perfective) or not (imperfective)
ayas- vs. ayanno- | ayomno-

Case (Mrwon): nominal forms of the noun phrase (see Accusative, Genitive, Nominative,
Vocative). Cases primarily indicate syntactic functions (subject, object) in a clause

O Zayivns Porxe Ty Adon tov uvorngiov

(Nom/Subj) (Acc/Obj)  (Gen)

Clause (MpoTtaon): a structure with a verb phrase and a lexical subject (see also
sentence, main, subordinate, complement, adverbial clauses). In Greek the lexical
subject is optional

(O Zayivns) v ayamder tnv AyxdOa oAt

Boéyet moAv oto Aovoivo

Clitic pronoun (KAmxn avrwvupia): the weak form of the personal pronoun
which usually precedes the verb (except for the imperative forms and the adverbial
verb form /-ondas/). The clitic pronouns are distinct from their corresponding emphatic
forms

BAémeis to Zayivy; Nai, avtov (emphatic) tov (clitic) pAénw, de PAErw duws thy Ayxaba

Comparative form (Zuyxpimikog BaBuoc): the form of an adjective or adverb
comparing two entities (people or things)
O Zayivns eivar mo éEvavog | e5vmvétegog amd tov Adxn

Complement clause (ZupmAnpwpaTikng mpoTaon): a clause that is nominal
and functions as a complement of verbs, adjectives, nouns and adverbs (see also
clause)

OéAw va prdoet oty doa Tov

To yeyovog ot @edyets Oev puov apéoel xaboiov

Complementizer (ZupmAnpwparikog deikTng): a conjunction introducing a
complement clause: 011, TOV, TS, AV...
2xépretal ot/ mwg/ av Ba tov wavroevtel

Compound word (ZovOern AéEn): a word made of two stems (representing two
other words)
xOAOS + %a1pds — xaloxaipl
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Concessive clause (MapaxwpenTikn / evavriwpaTikg mpoTaon): a clause
which expresses concession / contrast and is introduced by conjunctions such as av xzau,
TOQOMO TTOV, WOAOVOTL, %L OGS, axdun / £0Tm %L av, 600 %O VO

Av xou fray voyra, o Zayivns Pynxe 5w

0Voo axofo »xat va vat, a to ayoodow

Conditional clause (YmoOeTikn mporaon): a clause which is mainly introduced
by the conjunctions av, €dv, dua or phrases such as €tol ®a, og TEQITTWON TOV, EXTOC
%L av. It expresses the condition(s) under which the event described in the main clause
(apodosis) can take place

Av uéveig otny Aqva, (0a,) pAémels ovyvd Tovs pilovs oov

Av éueveg otyy AOiva, Oa, Eflemes ovyvoTepa Tovs Qilovs gov

Conjunction (Zovéeopoc): aword that links phrases or clauses (see also complementizer)
Zxépretal ot Awg/ av Oo Tov TavTEEVTEL Al OV TO ATOPaOiCEL

Copula verb (Zuvéemiko prpa): a verb which links the subject with its predicate.
The most common copula verbs are: eipou, yivouar, gaivouor, powdtm (see also
predicate).

O xa@és givar xpVog

Definite article (Opiomiko apOpo): the article (o, 1, To) that denotes a specific
item with the noun it modifies (see also indefinite article)
Eivai o0 pilog uov o yratedog

Demonstrative (Aeixmikn avrwvupia): pronoun refering to a specific entity:
owtog, -1, -0
AvTé o ayoor u’ apéoel ToAD

Deponent verb (AmoBeTiko prjpa): averb that has only medio-passive forms
H Ayxd6a gofdrar 1o 0x0Td0!

Derivation (Mapaywyn): the process by which a word is formed from another
word through an affix
xTiCw | ytiotng | yriowo | yrioua | ayriorog

Direct object (Apeco avrikeipevo): the complement noun phrase required by a
transitive verb, usually in the accusative. It denotes the person or the thing affected by
the action of the verb

O Zayivns ayamder v Ay»dba

Ditransitive verb (PRpa pe 8Uo avrikeipeva): a verb which requires two
complements, a direct object and an indirect object
‘Eowoe éva gidi(direct object) oty Ayxdfa(indirect object)



Emphatic pronoun (Epg@aTtikég TUmMOg¢ avrwvupiag): a personal pronoun
form mainly used for emphasis and contrast purposes (see also clitic pronoun)
Edéva (o¢) Eépel 0 Zayivng alla euéva oyt

Ending (KardAngn): the final part of an inflected word
avBow-ov, avOow -V
VoA p-&L, YOAP-oUuE

Gender (Iévoc): the grammatical category of nominal forms. Articles, along with the nominal
endings (case and number) mark the three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter
0 Xayivns n Ayxdba 70 OTiTI

Genitive case (Fevikn mrwon): a case form of nominals. Nominals in the genitive
case modify the head noun, answer the question “tivog / molavoy” and usually indicate
possession. The genitive case can also denote origin, quality, time / place, quantity,
cause, purpose, content etc. (see also Case)

To mooniato rov I'dvvy eivar aywviotixod

Head (KegaAn): the central element of a phrase which determines the properties of
the whole phrase: the noun is the head of the noun phrase; the verb is the head of the
verb phrase etc.

Noun phrase: To xaivovyto goumér tov Xayivy

Verb phrase: Tov gridyver xapé xdle mowi

Imperative (Mpooraxtikn): the verb form in the 2" person either singular or
plural, which is mainly used to give orders
ITpéoeye ta Aoyia oov!

Imperfective aspect (Mn-ouvonmik damown): Imperfective verb forms
emphasize the internal structure of the event, i.e. whether the event takes place
habitually or continuously over a period of time (see also Aspect, Perfective aspect)
T0é) 0 | £ToEya | Oa TOEYW TTEVTE YIALOUETOA VIO OVO WOES YWOIS va OTAUATHOW | A0
uéoa

Impersonal verb (Anpoowmno prApa): a verb which appears only in the third person
singular. The most common impersonal verbs are the weather verbs (foéyet, yloviCet...)
and the verb mpémel

Boéyet molv oto Aovdivo

Ipémer va Peéxet molv aro Aoviivo

Indefinite article (AopioTo apBpo): the article évag, wa, €éva. It denotes non-
specific entities with the noun it modifies
Mua pooad #1 évay xaip0 myava ovyva oty Zavrogivy
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Indefinite pronoun (AopioTn avrwvupia): a pronoun refering to a non-specific
entity: xQmwolog, xaveic, uepLrot, xafévag, drlog etc.
Kdamoiog yromnoe tyy moota

Indicative (Opiomikn): the verb form which is typically used to make a statement
that can be judged as either true or false. It usually takes the negative dev and does not
combine with the particles va or ag

O Zayivns (0ev) xowudtat apya xdbe Boddv

Indirect object (Eppeco avrikeipevo): a prepositional phrase or a nominal
usually in the genitive that denotes the person to whom the action of the verb is
directed (see also direct object)

‘Eowoa to fifrio oty Magia

‘Eowoa s Magiag to fifplio

Inflection (KAion): the way a word changes to indicate grammatical categories. A
verb has different inflection forms for tense, aspect, person, number. A nominal has
different forms for number, gender, case

ayamm — ayamwovoa — ayannoa.

0 éowTas — TOV €WTA — TOVS EQWTES

Intransitive verb (AperaBaro pnpa): a verb that does not require any
complements
Kowauar vwoic

Main clause (Kdpia mporaon): a clause that can stand independently, i.e.
without being dependent on one of the constituents of another clause (see also Clause,
Subordinate clause)

O Zayivns xowudtal agyd xabe fodov

Medio-passive voice (Méon-ma®nnikn @wvn): a morphological property
of verbs which end in -uau in the first person singular of the indicative present tense

(€éoyouou, Baotéunat)
Orav égyovrat oL ovyyeveic uov oro omitl, fagiéuar agpoonta

Modal verb / expression (Tpomko pnpa / ék@paon): a verb or other
expression which is used to denote modality
Mmogei | eivar mbavé va yvoioet | udirov Oa yvoioelr ovvroua

Modality (TpomxoTnTa): a number of semantic functions (certainty, willingness, wish,
necessity, possibility / probability, counter factuality etc.) expressed either by grammatically
distinct verb forms (mood) or by modal expressions (woémeL, umopel, iomg etc.)

H Ayxabo Oérer va tagioéyel oe 640 tov x60uU0

O Zayivns Oev eivar €00 auty ™) oTiyun arld umogei va yvoioet | udiiov Oa yvoioet
ovvroua



Mood (‘EyxAion): a grammatical category of the verb expressed morphologically or
syntactically and associated with characteristic semantic differences. Greek has only
three formally distinct moods: the indicative, the subjunctive, and the imperative

O Zayivns rowdtar apya xdbe Podadv (indicative)

H Ayxdba dev umooei va »owudrar aoyd »xdbe fodov (subjunctive)

Zayivy, xowunoov Alyo mio vwis amdype (imperative)

Nominals (Ovoparikoi TOmor): nouns, adjectives (including participles and
ordinal numbers) and pronouns.
Kdmoiog dArog oxotevos xar uvotnoLmwons xataoxomos

Nominative case (OvopaoTikn rrwon): a case form of the nominal. Nominals in
the nominative case indicate the subject and / or the subject predicate. The nominative
case is the form listed in the dictionary (see also case)

H Kicio, n @piin tng Ayrabag, eivar mavra yagovuevn

Noun (OuoiaoTmino): a word that denotes a person, a place, a thing, a process, a
concept etc. Nouns are inflected in Greek
O Zayivng, n EAAdoa, to omiti, to dilnuua

Noun phrase (OvopaTtikn @pdaon): a phrase whose head is a noun and functions
as subject, object or a complement of preposition

To xAe1di yaOnre

O Zayivns éxaoe 1o #Aeldi

O Zayivns avoise tyy mopTa ue 10 #ALoi

Number (ApiOpoc): a grammatical category of nominals and verbs that denotes
the number of the entities involved. There are two numbers which are morphologically
distinct: singular (evirdg) for a single entity and plural (tAinBuvtindg) for more than
one entities

Yrdoyet uovo évag Xayivns alla wolloi xAépteg

Numerals (ApiOunTika): words expressing numbers: cardinal numbers (éva, dvo...)
are adverbials and ordinal numbers (tp®T0g, TEMT, TEMTO) expressing order or sequence,
are adjectives

Object (Avmikeipevo): the complement noun phrase which is required by a
transitive verb (see also direct and indirect object)

Participle (Meroyn): a word which is derived from a verb (usually by -uevog) and
behaves like an adjective
O 2Zayivns eivatr Quuwuévog
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Particle (Mopio): an uninflected grammatical word which immediately precedes the
verb. The main particles are: va, Ba, ag, dev / unv

oev Ba puyel

va un QUyEL

Perfective aspect (Zuvornmkn amown): The perfective verb forms present the
event described by the verb as a whole, without giving any emphasis to the internal
structure of the event (i.e. the phases the event went through)

éroeSa | Oa 1oésm | Eyo Teésel oto Mapabwvio

Personal pronoun (Mpoowmixn avrwvupia): a pronoun which indicates person
(first, second, third). The personal pronouns can be clitic or emphatic (see also clitic
and emphatic pronouns)

BAémeis to Zayivy; Nat, avrov(emphatic) tov(clitic) fAEmw, oev BAEmw ouws Ty Ayxabao,

Phoneme (®wvnpa): a sound which differentiates the meaning of words in
contrasting with other sounds in the same environment
/ponos/ /ténos/ /konos/

Plural, see number

Possessive pronoun (Krnmiky avrwvupia): a pronoun which expresses
possession. In Greek, possessive pronouns have two forms: the weak form, which is the
same as the personal pronoun in genitive and the analytic (0) 0txdg wov, (1) duxy nov,
(t0) dwrd nov

‘Exaoca to mooto@poil uov

Avto t0 T0QTOQPOAL ival (To) ditxd puov

Predicate of subject or object (KaTnyopoUpLEVo TOU UTTOKEILHEVOU 1 TOU
avTiKelIpEvou): an adjective or a noun phrase, which assigns a property to the subject
or to the object

O Zayivns eivar aoTvvouog

Eida to Adxn orevoywonuévo

Preposition (Mpo6eon): an uninflected word which precedes a noun phrase and
helps expressing a variety of meanings: place, time, manner etc.
o€, amo, ue

Prepositional phrase (lMpoB®emikn ®pdon): aphrase whose head is a preposition
and whose complement is a noun phrase usually in the accusative case
O Zayivns Cet atyv AOqpva ue Tyv Ayxaba

Pronoun (Avrwvupia): a word which is usually inflected and is used in the place of
a noun phrase. It can be personal, possessive, relative, indefinite etc.
Kdmowog dyvawotog g xaoLoe to otxo tov cd



Reciprocity (AAAnAomaBeia): a relation between two or more entities both of
which participate in a certain action. It can be expressed by either the medio-passive
verb forms or other structures

H Ayxaba xow n Kieid ovvavriodvrar xd0e amdysvua yia xopé

Reflexivity (AutonaB®eia): an action which is performed by the subject of the verb
and is directed towards him / herself. It is expressed by medio-passive verb forms or
other structures

Kabe mowi o Zayivns Eveiletar xal xauid pood #éferar oto Evpioua

Relative clause (Avagopikn nmporaon): a clause which modifies nouns
H Kiewd Bonxe tov dvroa mov épayve yoovia

Relative pronoun (Avagopikn avrwvupia): a pronoun which is used to
introduce relative clauses. The relative pronouns can be either inflected (o omolog — n
omoia — 10 omoto, 61toLog — dmola — 6oL, 600 — 6on — 600) or uninflected (mov, 6,T)

Sentence (MpoTaon): see clause

Stem (O€épa): the stable part of an inflected word: dvBowm-(0g), piyv-(w). A word
can have more than one stem: oiyv-(w), (€)-0t&-(at)

Stress (Tovog): the diacritic sign which is positioned over the vowel of the stressed
syllable
XapLo€ uov éva @iAi

Subject (Ynoxeipevo): the subject is the noun phrase which answers the question
“who” or “what”. It is marked for the nominative case if it appears in the clause
O Adxng xowudtar wold  (Ilotog xowudtar woAv; — o Adxng)

Subjunctive (Ymorakmikn): the verb form that is usually preceded by the particle
va. In general, it is used to present an event as wanted, expected, intended etc.
OéAw va ue maget tnAépwvo o Zayivng

Subordinate clause (Aeutepevouvoa nmportaon): a clause that is dependent on
or modifies one of the constituents of another clause (see also clause, main clause)
2répretal ot/ mwg/ av Oa Tov mavroevTei

O Zayivns oxéptetal yy Ayxdba »abag mepmardet

Suffix: a kind of affix. It is always on the end of a stem
avBowr-dxt, alat-ilw

Superlative (YmepOetikog): a form of the adjective denoting that the quality is in
excessive mass, represented by -tarog, -tdm, -t0to
O Zayivns eival amoteleouatizéraros oty O0VAELD TOV
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Syllable (ZuAAafn): words are divided into syllables in terms of pronunciation
2a-yi-vng

Temporal clause (Xpovikn mpoTaon): an adverbial clause which denotes time
(see also adverbial clause)
O Zayivns Oa é00O¢t oTay umogéoet

Tense (Xpovoc): a grammatical category of the verb that primarily refers to the time
of the action

Past (MapeABov): In Greek there are three different sets of forms (both active and
passive), which make reference to past events: the past perfective (AdpLotog) the past
imperfective (ITopatoatindg) and the past perfect (Yrepouvténrog)

Xteg 10 amoyevua Emai§a UTAOHET UE TOVS PIAOVS OV

‘Eraula xabe amdysvua umaoxet otav éueva otnv A0iva,

Tote, moAD mowv @vyw, eiya maikel xail oe uia tawia.

Present (Mapov): In Greek there are two tenses with present reference: the present
tense (Eveotwtog) and present perfect tense (ITagoxeiuevog)

O Zayivns dovieder avtn ™) otiyun/ moAlés wpeg xdbe uéoa

O Zayivns éet TaLoéyer oe 640 Tov x60U0 YVia. TIG VITOOETELS TOV

Future (MéAAov): In Greek there are three different sets of verb forms (both active
and passive) that we can use in order to refer to future actions or events: the future
imperfective (Zuveyng Mélovtag), the future perfective (Zvvomtindg Mérhovtag),
and the future perfect (Zvvteleouévog Mérhovtog)

Oa dwapale oln uéoa v Kvoraxn yiati tn Aevtépa yodgpw diayovioua

Oa xaléow TOALOVG QilOVS OV OTO eTTOUEVO TAQTL

Oa éyo yodyer Tic aoxnoels uéyot tis 6.00

Transitive verb (MeraBaniko pnpa): a verb that requires one or more
complements

O 2Zayivns ayamder tyy Ayxabao

O Zayivys diver éva toravtdeuiio otny Ayxdba

Verb (PRpa): an inflected word that expresses an action, an event, a process or a
state

yodow, Baotéual

Verb group (Opada pnparwv / Zuluyia): a group of verbs that inflect in the
same way. In Modern Greek there are two main groups of verbs according to the
ending of their citation form / entry

A) yodgwo, B) ayardw/-d, Enyd



Verb phrase (Pnpatikin @pdon): a phrase whose head is a verb. It can be either
an intransitive verb or a transitive verb with its complements (see also ditransitive verb,
intransitive verb, transitive verb). It can stand on its own.

Vocative case (KAnmikn mrwon): a case form of nominals, which is used for
addressing someone or something
Adaxn, éAa va ue fonbnoeis, oe mapaxaia!

Voice (®wvn): a morphological property of verbs. It can be either active or medio-
passive (see also active voice, medio-passive voice)

197



