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Words within words:

Compound words are very common in
Modern Greek. They are combinations
of two or more words. Compounds may
belong to nouns, verbs or adverbs.

The following tables illustrate the main
combination types found in Greek
compounds:
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Between the two stems of a compound
there appears a binding element (which is
usually the vowel -o0-). There are however
compounds formed by directly conjoining
the two stems.
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Depending on the compound type, the
compound stem often has different
properties from the stem which originally
served as its second member:

The compound, which is formed, may have
different declension pattern, gender or
belong to different part of speech.

One can also find new types of compounds,
the members of which are not stems, but
words. Such compounds can be formed by:

Stress of the compounds

* Usually the stress of the compound word
lies on the third syllable from the end.

Neuter compounds in /i/ are always stressed
on the penultimate (second syllable from
the end) while those in /o/ are stressed on
the antepenultimate.
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ACTIVITIES
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1. Try to find which word is the second member in the compounds
below:

Toilywvo n yovia 2. TOWTOPEOYL

1. grydomTITO 3. xpovaliepdmhoLo

2. Circle the two parts of the compound word as in the example

H »ovrovpdyia dev eivan oav 6ha ta movhd. Eivar vuyrto TO TOVAL

1. "EoiEe wa portid 0to mpmtooédo g epnueptdog

2. H povi) amd 1o peydpovo axovydtay fooyvi

3. Mévw og éva dLogo omiTL

4. Movoloyotoe nou €heye: Ay ral vo Emepte ota (Lo uov!

5. Avut6 10 Zappatorvolaxo £xm TAaQTL

3. Combine the two columns and form new words as in the example

1. mdryog BvehMa
2. doynuog fouvd . 1o mayofovvo
3. (LovL uavpog
4. MadL momi -
5. dompog Aepove
6. Yoot YTV >
7. %0004 routi

4. Form compounds and order the menu for your friends
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