‘EyxAion ka1 TpomkoTnTA
(Mood and Modality)

In addition to time reference, verbs and
verb phrases can also express modality:

* certainty O Zayivns xowudtal agyd xabe foddv

* willingness H AyxdOa 0éler va ta&idéyper oe 6o Ttov
* wish xOOUO

* necessity O Adxns moémet va advvatioel

* possibility/ probability O Zayivns oev eivatr €0 avti Ty oTIyun
alla umogei va yvoioet/udiiov Oa yvoioet
ovvroua

* counter factuality
= H KAeiw o Ba mavroevotay

ToTE TOV 2ayivny

These modalities can be expressed either by
grammatically distinct verb forms (mood)
or by modal expressions (mpémel, uropet,
iowg etc.). Greek has three formally
distinct moods: indicative (Ogiotxy),
subjunctive  (Ymotaxtni]), imperative
(IToootaxtiny). The opposition between
the forms of indicative (cf. tenses) and
those of imperative is indicated mainly by
the difference in endings. Subjunctives on
the other hand are periphrastic, i.e. the verb
is preceded by particles (usually va, ag).

A. NpooTtaxTikn (Imperative)

The verb form used both in English and
Greek to give commands is called imperative
(IToootaxmxy). In Greek the imperative is

expressed by special verb endings, which A
can be used to form the imperative. [lo60¢eye ta Aoyia aov!

Byeg amo to umavio!
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Formation

perfective

aydamnoe
ayamnoTe

perfective

€TOINAOOU
eToIlAOTEITE

= * The imperative of active verbs like yodpw
or wAdw has two different forms: yodepe / uiho

(on the basis of the imperfective stem) and

yodye / uiknoe (on the basis of the perfective

stem).The forms yodpe or uiho are usually

used to express repetition or duration and they

denote advice rather than a direct command. TI'odge xabe navovora AéEn mov
uabaiveig yro va tyy Qvudoat
xaAvteoa,
Mila eAdnqvixd 600 T10 OVYVA UTOQEIG

*Passive verbs like etowwdlouar form

imperatives in -ov / -eite on the basis of the { : !
perfective stem. The singular form contains ov
the active perfective stem (etowuoo-)

while the plural form contains the passive

perfective stem (eTolpaoT-). 4 eite
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* Verbs of the B2 group do not have special
imperfective forms.

*The endings -o, -dte (aydma, oyosmdre) active
normally appear with verbs of group BI.
There are also other forms, used in everyday
language, such as 1péya, @elya, avépa,
rnatéPa (verbs of group A) and odnya,
miepava, ov(y)xmeo (verbs of group B2),
which take these endings.

* A small group of verbs (umaivo, pyaivm,
Prémw, AE(Y)w, mivw, Poloxw) form the
active perfective imperative differently. The
same holds true of égyouat: éha, eNdrte.

perfective

‘Ex@pacn anayopeuong
(Expression of prohibition)

In Greek we express prohibition with the
negative particle un and the equiralent va- /1 AyxdbOa Oa 10sle ano to Zayivy

form. va un Qovager xal va un utid ETot.
Tov Aéer: Mn povalerg!
Mn widag érou!
Optionally, we can use the structure with va. Na un pwvaleig!
(subjunctive) with imperative meaning. Na un wiids éror!
Use

The imperative is mainly used to express

commands. These can however be

expressed alternatively by using subjunctive

forms (see subjunctive). Mia uéoa uetd ané oxinon dovieid
o 2ayivns yvoloe omitt 6Ao vevpa xai
aoytoe va pwvaler otyy Ayxdla:
2raudra va ue xoltas éroi!

2xéYov xat uéva, emitélovg!

Kieioe tnv tnAedoaon!
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Polite requests

Imperative forms are not of course the only
means of expressing commands. There are a
number of ways to give polite or indirect orders
in Greek. Here is a sample of them, according
to a scale of politeness or indirectness.

A. positive imperative forms

B. a negative question

I'. a question

Giving advice

The imperative can also be used to give
advice, as well as a number of other
structures such as questions or phrases like
“rnalé o Tav”.

Giving directions / instructions

We can use either the imperative or the present
tense to give directions or instructions.

Kieioe tyv tniedpaon!

Kieioe tyv tniedpaon, oe mapaxald!
(I'a) Kigioe Aiyo/Avydxi Ty tnAcdoaon
(o€ mapaxain)!

Aev xAeivels Ty tnAedoaon

(o€ mapaxaim),

Aev xAeivels Aiyo/liyaxt tyy tnAedoaon e
TAQAXAAD;

Mmnoopeis (o mapaxald) va xAeioeis Ty
Aeopaon;

(Mnrws) Oa umopovoes | Xov eivai
V0O va xAeloels TyY THAEOQOON;
Mnrwg Oa nrav ovvatov va xieioete Ty
Aeopaon;

O Zayivns moémer va exovoaotel xal va
xatapwoel. H Ayxdba tov Aéel va xavel
éva Ceoto umavio:

Kave éva Ceoté umavio!

(I'ati) Aev xaveig éva {eoté umavio;
Mnnws va xaveig éva Leoto umavio;
Mninws va éxaves éva Leotod umavio;

Kalo Oa firav va xaveig éva Leoté umavio!

Iyouve evbeio xat 0to 0evTEQO OQOUO
otoipe 0e&La

IInyaiveis evbeia xar oto 0evTEQO OEOUO
otoifeis 0e&id



ACTIVITIES

1. The most common orders of our everyday life: Form the imperative of
the following verbs

1. (rowudpon/ zownOnxa) , Toud( wov!

2. (vrovouan/ vromuo) yoryopa!

3. (eEnyovua/ eEnyndnra) 7o ®0000a!

4. (etowndCouar/ eToludoTua) 7o yonyooao!

5. (Mw/ einar) uov T B€herc! N

6. (tivo/ o) T0 Y&Ao 6oV auéomg! h

7. (WAGW) mo duvard! Agv og axnovw

8. (epvam) wa uépa amd To Yoopeio!

9. (ByaCw/ épyora) Ta OXOLTTIOLL!

10. (yodow/ éyoopa) T YeLatounote amd To oovTeEQUAQKET!

2. What does Agatha ask Sahinis for? Use negative imperative forms

H AyzdBa Intder oo 1o Zoyivn
* VO UMV JTETAEL TOL QOVY O TOV OTO TATMUAL
Mny metdg Ta povya oov oTo TATWUQ

* VO UMV avOLYEL TNV EQPNUEQIDO TOV OTO TOOTECL

* VO UV OprVEL TO YuYELo avoLyto

* VOL UNV TOMEL OTO OAAOVL

* VO, UMV XOLUATOL UE TOL TTOTTOVTOLNL

3. Change the following direct commands into polite requests:

Mo 0 Zayivng Ba Tntijoel evyevird amd v Ayxradao:
a. P1age pov évav napé!

B. EVmva pe og wo mpat!

v. Zxépov mov Ba maue to feddv!

0. Agg av €yovue xavéva yoauuo!
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4. How would you advise Sahinis to do the following?

* VO XOVOEL WOVOLUT

* VoL (PAEL ULOL COXOMATOL

* vo. ®oLun0el vmpig

5. Give directions to help Sahinis to find his way to the restaurant

Metd and ) dvorohn uépa mov TEQAOOV, 0 Zaxivng amopaotlel vo Pydier EEm v
AyrdBa yioo eoyntd o€ €va uned ®o NOVY0 €0TLOTOQLO ®ATov oty eEoyn. BonBdw to

Zayivn va foeL To 0pOU0 OTO YATH.

The following verbs will help you:

Tyoive / 1oy medw gvbeia -r-‘-f'ﬂT—‘l-

otoifw deELd /apLoted
TEQVAM TO dLHOOTHOLO /
TOV XUV UATOYQAPO
ouVveEYICm YL 2 YLAOUETOO
PTAvVW / 0TO YNTEDO

OTAUOTOW

IInyouve / [nyaiveis evbeia

KOl 0T0 OEVTENPO OPOUO. ..

Fln e pd PR

e L g

L




B. YrmoraxTtikn (Subjunctive)

The verb form that is usually preceded
by va is traditionally called “subjunctive”
(Yrmotantxy) and can be used for a
number of different cases. In general, it
is used to present an event as wanted,
expected, intended etc.

Formation

In the imperfective subjunctive the same
forms that appear in the present of either
voice follow the particle va.

Perfective subjunctive forms consist of va
and verb forms having no independent
status, i.e. they are used only together
with va (or og). These forms are based
on the perfective verb stem of either voice
(ayammo- / ayomn0-). The active perfective
subjunctive takes the endings of set 1, while
the medio-passive perfective subjunctive
takes the endings of set 2.

active

| va ayamhow

va ayamnaoeig
va ayamhoel
va ayamnooupe
va ayamnoeTe
va ayamioouv(e)

)

-
i Iy

As you can see, the perfective forms coincide

morphologically with the future perfective.

H Klewd moémet va dafdoer alld Oéiet
va wdeL oveud

vVda + present tense

active
medio-passive

va ayamam
va ayasmiéual

vda @j active
vda {:%j medio-passive

medio-passive

va ayamnéw

va ayamhBeic
va ayamhOei

va ayamhBoupe

va ayamnBeiTte
va ayamnBouv(e)




Perfect subjunctive forms consist of the
particle va and the same forms that appear
in present perfect of either voice.

*The negative forms take the particle
unv (instead of dev) placed just after the
particle va and before the verb form.

* Depending on what we want to emphasize,
we can use either the perfective or the
imperfective aspect.

However, there are certain verbs and
phrases which must take either perfective
or imperfective aspect (see aspect).
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Use

1. When preceded by va this verb form can
be found
a. used independently, in main clauses

It can be used to express
£

* wish

In this case, the subjunctive is used instead
of the imperative, either because there
is no imperative form (e.g. for passive
imperfective) or because we want to make
the order sound milder and politer. It can
also be used to give an order in the third
person.

* order or request

* ask for permission

* give permission

va+present perfect tense
va Exw ayomnoeL active
va éqw ayannbei  medio-passive

va uny WAdw [ va uny xounoo

Oélw va ue mapel tNAEpwvo Tdea, aild...
O&w va, ue aipvel tNAEpavo xdle uéoa, aAd. . .

«Na Cijoete, va xwdvere moAdd maidid xau
va, eiote evtvyiouévoll» evynbnxav éiot o
xakeouévor oto Xayivy xat tny Ayxdba

Na wooomabioeig Aiyo wepioootepo!

O 2ayivng va magovalaotei otov agynyo
auéowg!

Oélete va ue owtioete timote dAlo 1 va
@Uyw T0Q;

Na @vyeig, eioar eAevBepog



b. used dependently, in complement
clauses. It is often used after verbs which
express desire, wish, intention, ability,
possibility, probability etc.: B€Aw / evyxouon
/ eATtiCw / onomevw / oréEpTouait.

2. The subjunctive verb form can also be
preceded by the particle ag instead of
va, but in this case it is only used in main
clauses (see a. above).

3. There are cases where this verb form can
be found alone, that is, without va or ag
before it. This can happen

a. in prohibitions (negative orders).

b. after mouv and towg

c. after 6molog / 6mote / dmov / Ormg

O Zayivng Oérer va AVoel To uvoTHeLo Twv
XAEUUEVQY TUVAX WV

Ag Boé&er emitédovg!
Ag maue wa folral

Mnyv xovvnOei xaveig!

I1owv mvpofolioet, Tov xoitae ota udria
Towg mporaPer o Zayivng

Omotog xovvnBei tny éBarpe!
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ACTIVITIES

110

1. Complete the story with the appropriate verb form

O Zayivng Béheu (woyerpetm) ywa v AyxdBa. Amogdoloe
(prdyvm) rontrd mAidpr. Iodta dumg mpémet

(Prémw) T xoelGleTar. Exéq@reTa (miepova) oty Khewd aiid

TEMA®A TOOTLUA (draPatm) to Meydho OdyS Mayerowmiic. Aoy iCet
(®6Pw) 10 ®EEOIG OF WHQA HOUUOTAXLAL RO TO BATEL

~ (PoGtm). ITowv (olyvm) 10 QUCL 0TV ®OTOAEOAM, YTUTAEL TO

miégpovo. Etvar n AyrdBa nou B€heL TOV (Mw) 6T €xeL oA OOVAELD

%o (owg (uévw) oto yoapeio uéxotl aQyd...

T pmopeEi va Kavel Twpa o Zayxivng; ZUuvéXIoE TNV IoTopia

2. Clio cannot decide about her evening. Use the verbs to describe her
dilemma

uévw omiti, Pyaiveo €

) ) ) _ X Na ueivo omit 1j xaivreoa va Byw é§w,
- TAw ne ta OO, TAIEVM TN Uy avY|

- TOLEEV® TO ®VNTO Lol POV, TO APV OTTiTL

- Byaive uovn, motovem to
Adxn AEpwvo
- Bapouou, dev Pagpouat

- AW Yo o€, PAET® Towvio

Q

Ti vopileig omi1 anmo@aacilel TeAiIka; Ac Byw éEw n1 ambype

3. Answer the following questions about yourself

1. Tv onégprecon va »avels to coffotorioLono;
2. T BéLe1g va ®AVELS TO HONORAIQL OTLS dLAKROTTEC;
3. T oov dpeoe va nAavelg Otov HOOVV TTLO WrEOG;



C. ‘Ek@paon euxng, duvarotnrag / mOavoTnTag, avaykaioTnTag
(How to express wish, possibility / probability, necessity)

Euxn (wish)

A wish refering to the future is expressed by
the subjunctive verb forms (i.e. periphrastic
forms with va, ag). The particle va is often
reinforced with poxdoL, oy nav or even
longer expressions (such as ITavayio pov,
og frav va ...).

Wishes that are considered unlikely
to be fulfilled are expressed by either
imperfective (moQatatndg) or past perfect
(vmepovvténog) when we refer to the
past. These structures are introduced by the
particles va, ag.

In both cases negation is expressed by unv.

Auvarornra / mOavornTa
(Probability / possibility)

The particle 6o which appears in the
periphrastic future forms expresses, among
other things, probability. The speaker
maintains that the event denoted by the
verb is probably true. In such cases Oa
corresponds to or could be substituted by
uaAlov (0ev) / iowg / uroel va.

Maxdgt va égxerar Tavra oTny wEa. TS N
Ayxaba!

Ay »zat va €00t onjueoa n Ayraba!

Ag éyer prdoel Tpa oto agpodouLo!

Na eiye Quunbei va xleioel
eLoITnELo yia to taiot n
Ayxraba!

Ag ue érargve uali tov

o Zayivns oto ta&iot!

Maxagt va un @oyet n Ayxaba!
Ag unv agyovoe oquepa 1600 ToAVY 0 Adxng!

Oa Exere oet -pavrdloual-
v Kleid va yopevet

Oa xelL navel

uabiuara yopov
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This Ba can also be used with past verb
forms (past imperfective, past perfective,
past perfect), thereby expressing different
degrees of likelihood according to the
speaker’s opinion.

Oa éyaoe Ta #AeloLd TG, Y’ AVTO OV
umopei va, avoiet
Oa giye noyunbei otav 00 unnxes uéoa

O Adxns Oa Erpwye 010 To apvi uévos tov!

Do not confuse the impersonal uropet va.
(=towg, uadhhov) with the personal verb
WO va (= eluon travog va).

Past verb forms with Oa (usually Oa
umoovoa, -€¢ etc., Oa |0eha, -€¢ etc.) are
also used as expressions of polite orders or
indirect wishes / intentions.

In negation, dev is used.

Clauses with Ba- verbal forms often combine
with av-clauses (see conditional clauses).

In questions possibility can also be
expressed with va followed by a verb.

O Zayivns umooei va Poet tov xAéptn
a. Sahinis may find...
™ b. Sahinis is able to find....

— >

Oa umoeovoeg va xAeivels Thy moQTO XAOE
QoA TOV UTAiVELS Uéoa,

Oa miyava evyapiotws otaxomés uadi
oov, Ayxaba!

Aev Oa épvyav axoun. Axovw tnv Ayxdda
va maiCel wavo

Oa Obuwve ue v Kieww o ayivyg, av
n&epe 6t TNE TOVS OloHOVS TOV YWEIG VA
TOV QWTHOEL

Oa éptaoe xi6Aas (Oa pTaver Twoa,) oTo
Aovdivo n AyxdBa, av 1o agpomAdvo dev
elye nabvatéonon

Na mooiafe to Toévo o Zayivng,



Necessity is mainly expressed by the
impersonal verb mpémer followed by the 1
subjunctive.




unlikely
to come true

may come true
1. Na juaotav whovolot xon vo ToEldedaue ouveyelo!
2. MondoL va grdoovue ®i Uels o (oovia oov tammov!
3. Ay now vou glya tooéEetL!
4. Ay nou VoL TOV OUVOVTOUOOUE ULaL OTLYOUAQ!

5. Na unv Eavalioeig Tétowa hayrdaa!

Oa eixe praoeL evrOAOTEQ
@

. A . Oa eivow ®ATOLOG YVWOTOG
Elyav oxnoun xoovo vo O
2 aYOUOLOTY|S
TO OEPTOVV O
L e A eyt P AT RN,
' Agv noipaoeg cwotd,
TO PAyNTO o
Agv onohoBnoe Tig 0dNyieg Oa elde natL Pofed
o [
Khafel amoonydonm Agv B écpevy’s %0l TO GAAO
o mowi da!
AVTO T0 TEOCWTTO TO EXW Oa £grave Yo GAOVG now
Eavadei ndmov g o Oo. wepiooeve




1. Your friend wants to buy a bike but he hasn’t got the money

2. Your sister always listens to hard rock

3. You have never visited Tahiti

4. Your mum keeps complaining about your bad grades

5. A chance was given to you to prove how good you are at basketball

6. Your best friend has moved to another town

Ba &ytile To omrtaxL Tov ot Bahaooa. ‘Etol éheye, uo dev mpdhafe
"Exel éva omitdnt xovid ot dlaocoa

Tétola oo avLo To amdyevua Ba xohvumaue oty Balaooa tov Poivixa
ZNnuepa eipoote andun oty Advva

Oa xeUETraV TLom amd T dEVTOa
Puyn| 0 palveTal Toryvom

Agv Ba eiyov ATAPEQEL VO BOOVYV ELCLTHOLOL YLOL T OUVOUALQL
Bonrav uévo pe ) dwni pov forBeia

2115 entd Bo TeQvovoay amd dm
Etvau xiohag €€L nou tétaoto, dpa dev Ba épbouv

N Eeics

Oa og elya PpondnoeL
Mov o Cnrdc;




