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2ZUVTOKTIKEC AEITOUPYVYIEC

(Syntactic functions)

A. NMITwoeIg KAl CUVTAKTIKEG A€ITOUpYiEC
(Cases and syntactic functions)

The subject can be identified by asking
mowog (who) or w (what) the sentence is
about. The direct object usually answers
the question wowov (who) or tv (what) when
posed in relation to the verb.

O Zayivns Ponxe Tov xaTAOX0OTO
[loiog Ponxe tov xatdoxomo;, O Zayivys
[lowov Porne o Zayivys,  Tov xatdoxomo

Some languages express the grammatical
relations between the sentence constituents
by placing them in specific positions, i.e.
S = V - O. English is such a language. In
English, the subject (S) comes before the
verb in affirmative sentences and the object
(O) follows the verb.

Other languages, like Greek, express
grammatical relations through their system
of inflection. One aspect of this system
is the endings. Endings on noun phrases
express gender, number and case. In
addition to the endings, articles placed

before the noun also denote the same é:;)’ P .
‘{? Porjxe
=

grammatical properties. The whole noun
phrase (the article and the ending of the

(R
nouns) differentiates between the subject, 0 2ayivng TOV XATAOXOTO

whcllchhalwzgs comr;:}s1 in dthe non:;natwe caslf, subject object
and t e.o ject. The .1rect object usually nominative accusative
appears in the accusative case.




The following table presents some common forms in nominative and accusative cases.

TOL0G ooV / TL
(subject) (object)
nominative accusative
o ddokaAog To(v) ddokaAo
avdpacg davdpa
gS HaBnThg HaBnTh
. o1 0dokahol Tou¢ OaokdAoug
masculine avopeg avdpeg
HadnTéc HadnTég
n yuvaika ™(v) yuvaika
v Kopn K6pn
feminine Ol YUVAIKEG TIC YUVAIKEG
KOPEC KOpEC
To TaIdi To Taidi
PipAio BipAio
‘gb udOnua udenua
Ta maidida Ta maidid
neuter PBiPAia BiPAia
HaBnuara paBnuara

B. MpoaipeTikO YMOKEIpHEVO
(Subjects are optional)

A clause always has a subject and a verb.
However, in Greek the subject might be
omitted. This happens because a verb form
always has an ending indicating the subject.
Therefore, it is not necessary to use the
pronoun (for emphatic use of the pronouns,
see pronouns).

42 When omitted the subject can be understood

from the verbal ending and/or the context.

Kowtaler tyy Ayxaba

Y #®  Kordte ﬁ
4 it
i
v AyxaOa
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C. Zuppwvia Ymokelpévou - PRuarog
(Subject - Verb agreement)

In both Greek and English, a verb must
agree with its subject in number and
person. When the subject is singular, the
verb is also singular and when the subject is
plural, the verb is also plural.

H Ayxdfa xaver yvuvaotixy xdle
L 4

uéoa ardd gueis xavovue omavia

D. Karnyopoupevo (Predicate)

With some verbs (copula verbs: eipo,
yivouon, — qaivopar,  uowdlw,  deiyvw, O Zayivns Oa yiver emiBewontig

omovdatm, puévm, mapauévm, Bewpovual o1 5

etc.) the noun phrase modifies the subject s JeCT prec ucaTe

of the verb and it is in the nominative case. nominative hominative
A 4

When the predicate refers to the direct

object, it appears in the accusative case. Oa névowy o Sayivy emibewonty

In both subject and object predicate, the object predicate
predicate must agree with the modified accusative|[ accusative
noun in number and case. X X
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E. Zeipa Twv opwv (Word order)

In Greek the subject or the object may
either precede or follow the verb. The noun
endings and not the noun’s position in the

sentence shows whether a noun phrase is
the subject or the object. Therefore, a fixed
word order is not needed to distinguish
the subject from the object. This does not
apply in English where a fixed word order
1s required.

O Zayivns ayamder tny AyxdOa

Ayamaet tny AyxaOa o Xoyivng



ACTIVITIES

1. Fill in the gaps

.OAax  goalvetol Tavto #oVQaouév
~ AyzdBo ayomdel to Zatv

~ woudud wivouy you

.Touwp  dev éxouv 06Vt

.OZoyiv  éyettonhed

6. Elda 1o Zayiv.  OBuuwuév

2. Form as many sentences as you can, using the words from the

following
i noun phrases

TLG EPNUEQLDES
oL (tAOL pov

0 Adnng €oyouat

™V Towvio PEVY®
o OLafalm  yowduan
— —=
w—— e PAETW
L~y
Ta mhoia éoyovrau i i

Ot pilot uov éoyovrai
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3. Label the subject and the object according to the example

.

O 2ayivns ovvavtaer typy Ayxaba

1. Twott wvra yavel To pand Tov o Zayivng;

2. To gpavtoaopa tov Zoyivn ®uvnydel v Ayraoo
3. Ta woudd ayosdve to yAura

4. To yelumvo ®aveL ®QUO 1oL XLOVILEL

4. Form sentences using the following words

1. poPdrar /o /v / AyndBa / Zayivng

2. thedpaon / PAémer / Zayivng / »6Be / o / foddu

4. Zayivng / Béler / o / va yiver / Admng




